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West Emory NEWS 

“We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the 

Lord, And they’ll know we are Christians by 

our love, by our love…” 
 

I continue to be inspired at the myriad of 

ways we experience the Holy Spirit mov-

ing in the life of our congregation and in 

Church at large. 
 

We continue to be blessed by wonderful 

members and friends in our family of 

faith as we worship together, pray to-

gether, rejoice together, grieve together, 

work, serve, and play together. For all 

this we give God all glory and praise. 

This Sunday , May 15th, we will have the 

opportunity to express our appreciate for 

and love of Louise Edwards who has 

served West Emory Church for 30 years 

as our pianist and friend. We give 

thanks for the many ways Louise has 

touched our lives through her music, her 

faith, her friendship and her deep com-

mitment to the work and ministry of our 

Lord. We wish her the very best in her 

retirement and will continue to hold her 

and our fond memories of our times to-

gether in our hearts and prayers. 

Yours in Christ,  Miki    
Easter Photos by  

Donna Vanderbilt 

Pentecost Sunday—May 15th 
 

At Pentecost, the climax of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, we celebrate 

the coming of the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life. Because of the 

Spirit’s coming, we no longer need to settle for business as usual but 

can experience the transforming and creative love of God that makes 

the impossible possible. 
 

The predominant color for Pentecost is red symbolizing the flames of 

fire and the out-pouring of the Holy spirit on those first believers gath-

ered in the upper room in Jerusalem following Jesus’ resurrection. In the “spirit” of 

the day, you are invited to wear red on Pentecost Sunday. For the last few years our 

congregation has been ablaze with a glorious array of red attire. A wonderful sight to 

behold! 
 

We will also be receiving the Pentecost Offering which is one of the four annual 

church-wide offerings of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Through the Pentecost Of-

fering, we help guide and nurture the faith of Presbyterian young people and call 

forth a new generation of church leadership through the PC(USA) Young Adult Volun-

teer program.  
 

Forty percent of the Offering stays in our own congregation and has been designat-

ed by the Session for youth ministry. We are delighted that Collin Patton will be par-

ticipating in Horizons on June 12-17, 2016 – Maryville College’s Youth Theology and 

Leadership Experience for students entering 10th – 12th grade.  
 

The remainder of the Offering receipts will be sent to the General Assembly Mission 

Agency to support other programs that minster to youth and young adults and advo-

cate for children-at-risk. Through gifts to the Pentecost Offering, we act to make tan-

gible, positive changes in our community, our church, and our world. 
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We Celebrate and Give Thanks for Louise Edwards  
 

For almost 30 years our West Emory Church Family has been blessed by the musical gifts of Louise Edwards who 

has served our Lord and his Church with a gracious spirit and a loving heart. Honoring her request to retire, we will 

recognize her ministry in worship on May 15th with a gifts and a reception in her honor following the service. On 

Easter Sunday, March 31, 2013, the congregation acknowledged Louise’s service to the church with the following 

resolution that highlights her impact and importance to those of us in the West Emory Church family: 

Resolution of Appreciation 
  

Whereas Louise Edwards answered God’s call to become the accompanist for West Emory Presbyter-
ian Church twenty-six years ago [now thirty years ago]; and 
 

Whereas she has richly blessed this congregation with her remarkable expertise as a pianist and a 
treasured member of our choir and music ministry; and  

 

Whereas she has faithfully served in this capacity bringing her gifts and talents to our weekly Sunday 
morning services and other worship occasions, our celebrations of weddings and observances of fu-
nerals and memorial services; and 
 

Whereas she has carried out her work with energy, effectiveness, creativity, commitment and with a 
gracious nature and sunny smile; and 
 

Whereas she has added to the life of the congregation not only as a member of the staff but also as 
our friend participating in a wide variety of church events, congregational dinners and other pro-
grams; 
 

Be It Therefore Resolved that on this day, Easter Sunday, March 31, 2013, that we the officers and mem-
bers of West Emory Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, Tennessee, do hereby extend to  

 Louise Edwards 
our greatest appreciation and warmest love for the many blessings we have received and the out-
standing service she has given as a servant of our Lord and Savior in her ministry among, for, and 
with our community of faith. 

Congratulations  

to the following Graduates: 
 

Katy Burton, Cecily Nicodemus,  

Marion Porras and Ashley Singleton, 
who graduate from Bearden High School; 

 

Cassie Little who earned a B.S. in Secondary Education: Eng-

lish degree from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga; 

and  
 

Donna Vanderbilt who graduates cum laude from Pellissippi 

State Community College with Associate of Applied Science de-

grees in Video Production Technology and Web Technology. 

Congratulations  
 

to Josh Porras 

and Esmeralda 

Pineda who were 

married on April 

17, 2016 at the 

Chapel of Orange 

in Orange, CA.  

 

Josh is the son of 

Jenny and Luis 

Porras.   

Page 2 



    A Note from our Treasurer—Bill Hall 
 

 Summer is almost here. Many of us will be taking a trip or two or even gone for the  whole 

season. And that’s great but…the work of the church continues, and so also do the costs. 
 

 The operating budget of our church is primarily based on the total amount of pledges re-

ceived during our Stewardship outreach in the fall. So far this year, the amount of those pledges that we have re-

ceived is running pretty much as scheduled which is wonderful.  
 

If you find that you may be behind, I encourage you to catch up as much as possible before the distractions of 

summer travels arrive.      Thank you, Bill 
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    One Great Hour of Sharing  

Easter Offering - $510 
 

Thank you for your prayers and for your gifts to the One 

Great Hour of Sharing Offering that are already supporting 

communities impacted by recent tornadoes, earthquakes 

and storms. Please continue to pray for the success of those 

involved in rescue and early response efforts; and that 

through the response of the faith community, the people and 

communities impacted by these natural disasters and those offering assistance 

will be reminded of the faithful hope that is found in Christ. 

From the Presbytery’s Hunger Committee — 

   Your Hunger Offerings Bear Fruit 
 

On Wednesday, March 9, the Presbytery of East Tennessee Hunger 

Committee visited the food pantry at First Presbyterian Church, 

Spring City on Hwy 27 across the Clinch River from John Knox Cen-

ter. Their food pantry operates twice a month and serves over 120 households each 

time. Earlier on Wednesday, after a refrigerator truck from the food bank in Chatta-

nooga delivered fresh cabbages and ten pound bags of frozen chicken, volunteers 

worked diligently to store produce and then sort it into bags. Each household re-

ceived enough food for a week, both fresh and packaged or canned goods. 
 

Before the food distribution, Pastor Linda Springer went out and individually greeted 

everyone in the waiting line. Some raised complaints about people in line who had 

left temporarily and then reclaimed their places. These complaints were settled on 

the spot. She also listened to individual requests for prayers and blessings. 
 

Next she came in and led the volunteers in prayers for their community and the hungry families who would re-

ceive the food. Some of the volunteers belong to other churches and others do not attend anywhere, but a spirit 

of Christian fellowship and service pervaded the group. 
 

At 5 p.m. the doors opened and the distribution began. It lasted until 7 p.m. Even when some items ran out, 

enough substitutes were found to nourish everyone. A small Presbyterian congregation is multiplying its service 

through cooperation with others. 

 

The Hunger Committee has voted to provide a grant from the Presbytery's Centsibility {Two Cents-a-Meal] Offer-

ing so that the Spring City food pantry can restock and equip itself to continue its hunger ministry. 

         Scott Brunger, brunger@mindspring.com 
 

This year our congregation has collected $342.24 to date from the Two Cents-a-Meal Offering that 

is shared throughout our area in ministries such as the one at the Spring City Church. 

mailto:brunger@mindspring.com
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Benevolence Fund Offering - May 29 and July 31 
 

It is our tradition at West Emory Church to receive an offering for the 

Benevolence Fund on the last Sunday of the months with five Sundays. 

These funds are used to help those in our congregation and communi-

ty in times of need over and above what is in our budget. We thank all 

who have responded so generously to this ministry over the years.  

Introducing a New Outreach Ministry 
 

Our congregation seeks to reach out to our brothers and sisters who may be homeless for 

various reasons through helping agencies like Knox Area Rescue Ministries and Family 

Promise of Knoxville who provide meals and shelter. Still there are those in the homeless 

community who may live in outdoor settings and are in need of help. The Rev. Dr. Pat 

Ramsden of our congregation is part of a group that seeks to bring comfort to those per-

sons in need and invites us to join her in collecting items that can be shared with these 

individuals.  
 

These items include: Thoroughly cleaned, empty gallon milk jugs that can be filled with water, socks, feminine hy-

giene products, pocket packages of tissues, candles (including partially burned ones), hotel size toiletries, esp. 

conditioner, shampoo, and lotion, disposable razors, underwear, paperback books, esp. Westerns and romances, 

AAA batteries, bottled water, toenail clippers, tooth and hair brushes and combs, tooth paste, flashlights and bat-

teries. A good source for many items is the Dollar Tree store. Any help is appreciated.  
 

A donation box for these items is located in the front hallway. Thank you for your help and prayers for this ministry 

and for these individuals. 

 

Collin Patton to attend Horizons Event 
 

As a part of Maryville college’s new Lilly Endowment Youth 

Theology Initiative, the Horizons program, June 12-17, 2016, 

offers a unique, small group opportunity for emerging  

        young leaders entering 10th—12th grades. 
 

       Through the week, participants will…. 

 Grow in faith and leadership 

 Study theology with college professors 

  Build a new community of long lasting friends 

 Discuss important and challenging ideas 

  Live on a college campus for the week 

  Use their creativity in worship, music and the arts 

 Play in the Smoky Mountains and climb the Alpine Tower 

  Strengthen their gifts to serve as leaders in their church, their community and the world. 
 

THIS YEAR’S HORIZONS THEME:  

    “Peoples of the Book: Reading the Bible / Reading the Qur’an.” 
 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” The command of Jesus is easy to say, but difficult to follow. Before we can love 

our neighbors, we must first come to know them. Horizons 2016 will give young people growing up in a world of 

diversity, opportunity to learn more about our Muslim neighbors, build relationships across boundaries, and read 

texts side by side as we explore faith together. Dr. Phillip Sherman, associate professor of religion, and Rev. Dr. 

Anne McKee, campus minister, will lead conversations about how Christianity and Islam differ and where they 

overlap. 
 

We are delighted Collin will be attending this remarkable event this year. Matthew Whitehead, Jeremy Whitehead 

and Marion Porras from our congregation have attended Horizons in the past and enjoyed it immensely . 

Collin Patton 

 

Elders Please Note:  

The next Session meeting will 

be on May 26th. 
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On Sunday, May 1st Doyleen and Dennis Taylor of the 

Quilts of Valor Foundation participated in awarding 

WWII Veteran Doug McCall a beautiful quilt lovingly  

designed and stitched by WEPC member Carrol Blake.   

On Wednesday, April 13, 2016 Doug and Margaret along with Belinda 

McCall who served as an escort joined a select group of veterans who 

were honored by HonorAir Knoxville—a non-profit organization that takes 

WWII, Korean, and Vietnam War veterans to Washington, D.C. to see the 

memorials built in their honor - at no cost to the veteran. Thirteen of our 

West Emory Church family were on hand at the airport to welcome the 

veterans home. It was a proud and joyous event. 

Veterans Doug McCall and Margaret Richardson take flight!  

Pictures by Jim Felts and Steve Patton 

Quilt 

of 

Valor 
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May: 11 - Karen Cobb, 14 - 

Mark Burton, 17 - Sylvia 

Slack, 18 - Bill Hall, 23 - 

Ian Little, 26 - Cassie Little, 

28 - Darrin Mann, 30 - Di-

ana Dunn. 

June: 4 - Jeremy Whitehead, 7 - Noah Fischer, 8 - 

Ted Bernard and Evie Kereakoglow, 21 - Will 

Woodbery, 23 - Adam Fischer, 26 - Carrol Blake,  

28 - Betty Huddleson 
 

July: 8 - Ashley Singleton, 12 - Linda Strachan, 14 - 

Bob McCall, 15 - Sharon Carroll, 30 - Scott Atchley 

and Judy Patton 
 

      Calendar of Events 
Sunday Worship Services begin at 10:30 am 

“The Monday Connection” Sunday School Adult Class - 9:30 am 
 

  15—Day of Pentecost 

 Worship Service  

Recognition and Reception for Louise Edwards 

 Pentecost Offering 

  17— Presbytery Meeting at John Knox Center 

   22—Trinity Sunday  

  Worship Service 

 Recognition of Graduates 

   26—Session Meeting—7 pm 

   29—Worship Service 

  Benevolence Fund Offering 
 

 5— Worship Service/Communion- 

12 - Worship Service 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

16 - Session Meeting—7 pm 

 19— Father’s Day  Worship Service 

 26— Worship  Service 

 

Marilyn and Jim Felts welcomed their first 

great granddaughter on March 13, 2016. 

Her name is Beckett Kay Hart. Her Mom is 

their older granddaughter, Megan Wolfe 

Hart, who lives in Royston, GA. 
 

Laura Morrison is holding her new grand-

son, Jaxson Rhys Vierra, born on March 14, 2016 to Laura and 

Dave’s daughter, Sandy Vierra, in Murrietta, CA. 

 

Congratulations also to Tessa and Andres Cortez and big sister, 

Lucia, in the birth of their daughter, Gabriella, born March 17, 

2016 in Knoxville. Tessa, Andres, Lucia and now Gabriella are 

new to our church family and have been worshiping with us a 

number of months now. We look forward to getting to know this delightful family. 

Have you registered for John Knox Center Summer Camp?. 
 

You won’t want to miss Summer Camp at John Knox this summer. West 

Emory Church has camperships available!  

To check out the schedule and register, go to www.johnknoxcenter.org, or call 

John Knox Center office at 865-376- 2236.  

Presbytery of East Tennessee 

meets at John Knox Center 
 

Please pray for our Presbytery 

as we meet May 17th. Ann 

Naylor is our Commissioner 

along with Pastor Miki.  



1035 Emory Church 

Road@ Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 

37922 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

West Emory 

Presbyterian 

Church 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 

Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 

Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 
  Louise Edwards 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 

Director of Child Enrichment Center: 

  Alicia McMillian 

Easter 

Fun 


